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Language and the use of English in informal networking situations
 

Value words.  Endeavor to have an interesting and vital vocabulary when conversing in a networking situation.

Avoid jargon and obscure technical terms.

Avoid inappropriate humour.  

Ensure your conversation is gender neutral and mindful of cultural sensitivities.

Grammar is important.  Remember we are all professionals and sloppy grammar may convey a bad impression of the business you represent.

Talk in short sentences rather than overlong complex ones.  Remember people retain information in small 'bites'.  

Voice projection is important when talking to people at a networking event.  Try to speak at a reasonable volume: neither too loud or too soft.

There are a number of books covering the effectiveness of words in certain situations.  Read widely and be aware of business terminology.

Read the business press.  Articles from these pages can provide a useful means of engaging others at networking groups. Words convey authority and value to others.

But most of all be articulate about your business.
